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1. / I join^the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA) in spring 1944. That 
happened in the Sokal-Hrube^hiw region. In that region I remained 
as, UPA-memher till Jun el 6, 19 46. On that day I was transferred to 
pidlassia akid assigned to the fighting group of Commander Ostap. 

On June 30,46 we arrived in Pidlassia , which is my native 
region. There our fighting group remained till December 10,1947. 

On that day the UPA- detachment under first lieutenant Prirva re- 
ceived the order to carry out an aimed raid to East-Prussia. I was 
assigned to that detachment. 

we left East-Prussia on March 21,1948 and- arrived in Pidla- 
ssia on May 13, 1948 , There I remained till August 25, and on that 
day I started the armed raid to the West. On September 9,1948 I 
■was with my' group in the vicinity of Krakau, but I had to go bcick 
and on October 12,1948 I arrived in the mountains of Svienty Krzyz 
^middle Poland) . 

On April 14,19 49 the UPA-fighter Zenko started his ra.id to 
the West - to the US- zone of Germany - and I with my group bega.n 
the march to the West on May 10,1949. 

On July 19,1949 I crossed the Czech- Bavarian border line. 

2. / At the time of spreading of UPA fights to the Eholm region 
(ESiPtward and Southward of Lublin) in winter 1943/44, I worked 
with the Ukrainian cooperative organization and helped what was 
in my power the pa? ticulsr UPA^detachments , 

In spring 1944 i was transferred to a village-coopers, tive and 
there I met the UPA* detachmen-^ under Halayda.The UPA fights at that 
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time and in that region not only against the Geitnan occupation , she 
was forced also to oe-^end the Ukrainian population against tkKxgjHK: 
encroachements of Polish terroists.Halayda made preparations at that 
time for annihilla.ti on of one of such polish terror groups in Ostriw 
near Belz^ I receired arms from the UPA and took part in this mili- 
tary action. Ever since I was all the time without interruption in 
the ranks of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA) . 

After the assault on Ostriw I received the order from the Okruha- 
adminlstration to hold infonnatibn lecturs in the neighboring Ukra- 
inian villages.. Thereafter I was called to a educational course- for 
political educators. That cours was organized '^•y the Okruha -propa- 
gandist Kucul with the agreement of the Okruha -UPA-commander Ota- 
manych. Lecturers at this cours were: Otamanych - military training, 
Huoul - economies, Yaronolk - political propaganda, further Amon and 
Eir. ,, 

Affter graduating from that course I was assigned to one UPA 
hatakiion as the political educator. Because of the illness I could 
not resum.e the positipn.Af ter my convalescesce I remainded with the 
'underground administra,tion as propagandist. lily task wa.s to hold po- 
litibal lectures in villages .My boss was the Rayon- propa.gandist 
Yaroslaw. 

After the German- Soviet ^ront rolled over our territory I lost 
the contao+ to my >oss Yaroslaw. At that time I was installed by 
the Rayon Administration chirman as the underground tillage leader 
( kushchevyy) , in Sebliw. Th.eres,f ter I was commanded for training purpo- 
ses to fighting detachi:;ents in Dowzniw-Yynny^ .The training was or- 
ganized by the underground Okruha administration . Commander of these 
training courses was Metodiy. 

(Rote:- It becoms absolutely necesse.ry herewith, to explain the 
structure of the adm.inistration of the Ukrainian underground. 
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The lowest adir ini s + ra tire unit is a isrillage with a kushoheyy 
( Is^d.ei’^at the hes-d.* Sewenal Tillages ioa.}<e up a ^^^aiyon 
with the underground Rayon admlnistjation, then comes Povit. 

Many PoTits malce un an Okruha.Oblast comprises many Okruhas 
and 3-4 Ohlasts are ca.lled Kray. E.g. Odessa oblast and Bessa- 
rabia mke the South-West Land (Erav )The four Galiaian Oblasts 
make the Western Land ,7olynia Oblasts Zhytomir,Riwne,Lutzk 
and Polissia the Korth-West -^and ^aso. The Ukrainian territories 
in Poland , westward of the so called Curzon Line make the 
Western Frontier Land (Zakhidni Okrainy) , At the head of each 
Land stands the underground Land administration. 

This ciyilian Oblast and Land division corresponds to the miii - 
tary division of the UFA* Land* UfA- Maingroup (e.g. UPA-South, 
UPA'>^West, lTPA-Porth,TJPA- West-frontier. ®kxBthsDc Oblast - Voye- 
nna Okruha. and further to the batallion , company aso.) 


After the graduation ;?^rom the training course for the fighting groups 
I was appointed to the position of the political dducatan with WO^ 

in the Rayon Po 1. In that position I remained till fall 
1945. Ry order of the Okruha administration I was assigned to the g 
group of movable propagandists and as such I had the task to hold 
lectures in the villages. My boss was the Okruha propagandist Duna.- 

yevskyy. . , 

On June 16 •, 1046 I was ordered by first lieutenant Prirva to 

Pidla.se ia and had the task to train the fighting groups and fighting 
cadres .Later I took the position of a political propagandist and 
at the end of of my s+ay in Pidlassia I was the radio operator with 


My bosses at that time werA Chub, and later Stefko. During the 
raid to Efist Prussia. I was the political educci.tor of the UPA rc i 
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detachment as assistant to Gominander Frirva, 

3»/ I took part in the folloving .comtat actions of the UFA: 
in the annihillati on of the terrorist-group in Ostriw, 
in the asss.ult on the town of Hruheshiw, 

- in the assault on the tow of Krystynopil and 
in the fight agamest a detachment of Polish security police near 
Kentrzyn in East - ppussia, 

I am infomned about the following combat actions of the UFA: 
the heroic defence of the villages Kadzarky and Foratyn against the 
Folshevik- Polish MO (People's Milicia) . 

^Prther I am informed about “fhe burning down of villages Dowzniw 
and Pyvowshchyna by the Polish military units. Also the cruel forced 
deportatioriof the Ukrainian ponulation from the Sokal and lOiolm re- 
gions to the Soviet Union in 1946 and a similar resettlement of the 
Ukrainiand f romn Pidlass ia to East-Erussia in 1947.Pesids I know about 
numerous terror acts and cruelties committed by the Polish authori- 
ties during these resettlem.ent activities. 

I am informed about the heroic deed of Hrah and 01 eh, who attacked by 

( Of 50 men) 

a Polish military detachment in Pidlassia , fought the Poles half a 
day and then wi threw successfully. 

There were also cases of treason a's with Yurchenko and Kakoneohnyj/, 
and the deserter Easylko in the 'Hruheshiw area or Ghumak in Pidla- 
ssia .Yiunjthe fonner cooperator of the underground security ser- 
vice, arrested by the Bolsheviks ,wa.s lo,ter released to do spying 
work. 

The Soviet Border Service in Krystyhepil amx made great efforts 
to build up a SP3'' network among the Ukrainian population. That a.ction, 
howeber, ended i.vithont any results. 

The situation In the Kholm area. " Tb.e Russification nolicy in that 
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area till 1915 and later the Polonization policy in the years 1919- 
1939 gave only sur^f^ace results, hecause as soon as the trvrainia,n In- 
surgent Anry (UPA)began there the action - and it was ,as already 

BS 

mentioned, in winter 1943/44 - the national conscieueB of that seg'- 

gh 

ment of the Ukrainia.n people was slitly to recognize again. I new 
that area from the time before the second world war and I was sur- 
prised of the fighting will of the Ukrainian popuh^ tion there. Du- 
ring the combat actions of the UPA in that area, the Ukrainians prove "d 

in 

the same na,tional consciousness as all ether Ukrainian areas.- 

The greatest influenoe upon the spontanious development of the 
national consciousness ho,d the nm common danger of the whole nopula- 
tion from the a.ttacks of the Polish imperilist underground , which 
iwa.nted to continue the Poloniza.tion of that territory. As the Polish 
Underground turned in the first place against the Ukrainian nopulation 
and not ag&Unst the German occupants , the common foe of the Ukra- 
inian and Polish peoples, the best sons of . the Kholm, area of Volynia 
and Galicia rushed to that area to fight in the ranks of the lOiolm 
UPA detachments and to defend the Ukrainian pes^ceful popul; +ion agai* 
the Polish terror. 

The Polish partisan movement burned down whole Ukrainian villa- 
ges in the kholm area and annihillated en m,ass the Ukrainian popu- 
lation. That called 0 Ut at first a panic among the Ukrainian popula- 
tion and they fled to the woods or to more secure areas in Galicia. 

The climax rffiahhed the Polish terror in winter 1945/44. At that time 
already came into existence the first UPA detachments' and OUE- groups 
which took the Ukrainian population under their protection and oppo- 
sed the terror gangs. Obviously these first Ukrainian fighting groups 
have not been strong enoughfcnx to carry out entirely their task 
and to strick hack the stronger in number Polish detachmenf s. In 
early spring 1944 the Poles were able to enter grea-*- successes; * 
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they occpied the whole area to the Bug riverv in the Forth, to the 
village Dolohychiw , in the South to the village Kos tiashyn,Lisky, 
hasyliw , Olhivok and Richycia, These successes in territories were 
reached in hea\^ f'ights with Ulcrainian detachments and they Poles had 
heavy losses .Without new reserves the Poles were not able to con- 
tinue their assault. 

The defence of the dkri inian population against the Polish ter- 
ror hy UPA united the Population around the UFA and the Ukrainian li- 
bera.tion moveinnt. The UPA defenders raised the defense will of . the UkEt - 
inians and the Ukrainian peasants joint the ranks of UPA and sent 
their sons to UPA-detachnents . 

After the Polish assault ha.s been stoped ,new UPA’S^detachments 
have been organized and trained so that at Easter time the UBA was 
ready and started- the counter-atta,ck.iIear the village Possa,diw the 
Polish front was broken and the Poles xvere thrown across the Huchva- 
river. 

These wdr between two peoples developed behind the German front 
instead of a common struggle against t|ie Germans and instead of makirg 
comm.on preparations agairs t the Bolsheviks. The responsibil i*ty for suoo 
development must te carried exclusively by the Polish iinderground, 
which gave the order for annihillation of the Ukrainian population 
in the Khrlm area, to the underground detachments. 

These de'f’ence - struggle won the UPArmy great resnect and a,u- 
thority in the Ukrainian population of the ICholm - area., Particular 
detaobmerts o.nd their comm.anders have been highly proised. 

As soon as a UPA detachment entered a village a solemn holi- 
daylike moodapneared »Tk& farmers invited soldiers to t.’~eir houses 
nobody remained without shelter .Eveiy UPA soldier was always welcom.ed. 

The heroic deeds and boldness of UPA soldiers and commanders 
were discussed not only by adults but by children as well. Mother sent 
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fheir sons and ^^ives their liusbands to UPA ranks without tears. 

The mood and behavior of the nonulation had its positive 

influence unon the i"ighting mood of the soldiers. 

These conditions lasted till summer ‘1944, the time of isxmc 

3 ECS±r!^ shifting the German - Soviet •f'ront ’.ves+ of the ICdolmland. 

With the arrival of the Ped Army the -feeling of the popu- 

la, tion was very insecure, becuse of not knowing how' to behave in 

the, ne-'v situation. The stand toward 'UPA , however, did not cha.nge 

at all. After a shirt period of time the Ivholm area was included into 

the polish state. Por a long time nobody saw the Polish adirdnistra- 

the Eastern dide of 

tion and also the Soviets did not appet.r from hxhTw d the Bug- river. 
The incor-noration into +he Polish s-^ate -was regarded by the popu- 
lation as xsDi a negative factor because they wanted to stay with 
other Ukrainians under one adminis-ira tion. Prom the Polish go- 
vernment the Ukrainian -DO-nua,tion did not a-wait any good. 

At thaU time a UPA -hataillon was organized .in imxxxs my regie 
"h.is hatallion was assigned to go ^^or training to Volynia .Crossing 
the Bug-river the hatallion was attacked and defeated by the Soviets 
UPA suffered heavy losses. That of course had repercussions among 
the popuh. tion. 

The combat successes of UPA detachment iJnder commander Yahoda, 
however, raised the mood of the popuiatiSn , and the UPA units 
were supported hy all possible means, Th.at applies to Sokal a.nd 
urubeshii'^r areas. 

In sr>ring 1945 began in rayons HrubeBhiw,Ttbolm, Zarnostia, 
Tomashiw,and Bilhoray a resettlement c.ction of IP^rainians to the 
Soviet Ukram'nian Republic. A part of the ponultion which has been 
terrorizevS by the Poles and was afraid of new Bolish tei ror agrred 
to be resettled. Onlj'- the population of several villages in -^J-rubevSh; 
area» where UPA was in unres-' rioted control of the terraiin, remained. 
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Also the population of the region to the Huchva- river oppsed the 
resettlement because that terrain stood under the protection of UPA, 
and rema.ined there till the end of UFA fights in that area 
f Biidsurrrmer 1947, 

In. snring 1945 the UPA fightings started aga.in.The foe's terror 
stopped.The detachment under commander YahodadestrojT-ed the terrorist 
nest in Variaz and liquidated the spying organization of Yurchehlco . 
The \vhole spj'-ing ring fell into the hands of UPA and the enemy was 
not able to build up sach a ring a^ain.The Ukrainians took over 
a ;'ain the whole administration of the area; a free spot of a free 
Ukraine has been created. That lasted till spring 1946, when a new 
resettlement action begtm. 

in that period of time no enemy activities were to be recorded 
so that people who came from, other regions to the Cholm area con- 
firmed tha.t that area was the most quiet and the most happy area in * 

the Ukraine, The civilfen administration of the Ukra nian libe?rtion 

^ considered 

movement acted as the btate authority and it was as such by the po- 
■Dulation. 

# 

In that neriod of time an agreement has been reached with the 
polish resistance army (V/Ill) (Wolnosc i ITiepodleglosc^ Freedom and 
independence) and was welcomed by the Ukrainjan population. The Ukra- 
inian population knew that no danger from the Polish side is threate- 
ning, For a long time, however, the population mistrusted the agreement 

In soring 1946 threw the Warsow govern ment strong units of the 
Polish Army (’i/P) to the Ilholm land ,supT)orted by KKTVI) units with 
their HQ in Hrubeshiw,The Ulcrainian population was robbed a.nd terro- ' 
rized by both of them. The popula- ion fled to the woods , to aban- 
doned farms , which have been left by sesettlers to the Soviet Ukraine, 

etnogranhic 

or wanders to the West to the Polish territories .iVgain the 

resettlement action bega.n , comprising only the area between Krysty- 
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noT»il and O^hivok and Belz.Presb strong military units were thrown 
to the JAolm land.UPA started a counterattack and attacked the town 
Ilrubeshiw with KKYD garrison* Gruel scenes everywhere in that area 
have "been lecorded and till the end of the resettlement jsac action 
75^ of the '-'krainian popuation were removed from that area. 

During that resettlement action the UPA grour to which belonged 
Skovoroda obtained the order to march to PMlassia. 

5*/ The situation in Pidlassia,. The UPA struggle in Pidlassia had ano- 
ther character in Pidla.ssia than in tbe areas located south. UPA unists 
came to Pidlassia only in summertime and for the winter they moved 
out to the south. There was , however, a widespread underground net. 

The ponulo’ion of thad area with friendlines welcomed the UPA units 
and supnorted tnem whatever in their ■oower.They were very well infor- 
med about tde situation in the Soviet Union, new about the struggle 
of UPA for a Ukrainian independent sta,te and for that reason they 
supported UPA units in Pidlassia. Also in that area a frienship agree- 
ment was signed between UPA and Y/Ilt, the Polish underground, and since 
the, t time all encroachments of the Polish underground against the 
^krainian population stomped. UPA won very soon all sympathy i5f the 
whole population ,the Pdlish as well, because- it combatted with 
success the various Bolshevik terror institutions. 

In general , however, the Pidla,ssia a^rea stood not on the high 
level of the Hrubeshiw area, which was entirely controlled by UPA, 
but also in PiSlassia there were so called UPA - villages , where 
Upa- units had quarters for months . 

m summer 1946 appeared the first agent-provocateur Chumak 
in Pilassia, who knew ma.ny quarters, hiding places and contact lines 
of UPA. At the same time strong units of the Polish Army (W) were 
throv/n to Pidlassia to comb tip the woods and villages . Chumak’ s acti- 
vity as well as ra.zzies and terror tightened the population. 
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The widespread stretches of forrests gare UPA the o-orortuni ty for 
mareuvering and to strengthen the fighting activities . The mood of 
the soldiers rose ^rom day to day and that innuenced also the po- 
pulation. In fall the Polish army 16#t the area and qietness reigned 
again till the resettlement ac+ion in soring 1947, This first strength 
probation had g:ood influence upon the soldiers as well ad on the 
population and they were even more active in the futirre struggle. 

During the resettlement to East - Prussia in June 1947 the eneim; 
threw again strong military units to Pidlassia and the population w^as 
so terrorized that they so no possibility to avade the resettlement. 
They went , however , in the belief of coming back soon. It is ‘o 
stress that there was no nne case of treason. 

I know Pidlassia very well ever since and I- may state tha t the 
Ukrainian population w kTwb of that area which was not entirely natio- 
nal conscious , became the active and conscious part± of the Ukrainian 
people through the participation in the struggle of the UPA. Such 
national consciousness of the popualation we met 6 months later in 
East Prussia, 

6 •/ The moral of the Poles . The Polish popualtion is positively minded 
towa.rd the Polish underground movement. The Polish stand toward the 
Ukrainia.ns was varied in different periods. The first periodiThe Ukra- 
intan - Polish underground war whlcbh excited a great enmity toward 
the Ukrainians in the frontier lands .After the reaching of agreement 
of mutual understandinghetween the IHcrainian and the Polish Under- 
rounds and after the common ajs*±KKKxa:^a±i!US± military operetions a: 
against the common foe- the Polsheviks- the stand of the Poles 
against the Ukrainian lihera+.ion movement changed basically, it be- 
came positive and friendly. In many cases , however, it is not yet 
entirely good. 

In m^any cases the enthusiasm for the extent and the Strength 
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of the Ukrainian underground prevailed among the Poles. The stand of 
the, Ukrainians toward the KKEHiigc enemy, their persevereibiye and the 
heroism of the Ukrainian insurgents always found recognition with the 
Poles, Often one could here: " Were the Polish underground so well 
organized a.ll would look better,"... 

• Durin.g the Gherman occunation the Polis'’-^ underground was veiy 
strong.lt was weakened only by the fact that every Polish political 
party possessed resistance units of, its own. Among them werw some 
communist military groups and often they fought each other ,m.ainly 
the communists and the PSZ (iTarodove Sidy Zbroyne),The national 
underground ms weakened also by the fact that the social program 
was not progressii'e enough to mobilize the power of the Polish 
people en mass. Some times there were cases’ of lack of discipliine. 

After the German-Soviet front rolled over the Polish national 
territory, the Polish underground movement remained at first without 
action and waited; evoiding an onen struggle with the Bolsheviks 
and discharging their cadres into the villages .Af ter the end of th e 
W8.r in Puropethe Polish underground became vety active again and its 
existence was noticable eve :^ywherw. This activity m.s to influence 
the Polisih wlections and to draw the attention on the situa.tion in 
Poland from abroad. At that time the support by the West was expe- 
ted in Poland. After the Polssh communists frauded the election re- 
sults and the West did not even think to intervene for that reason, 
the mood of the Polish masses sank considerably , and that mood was 
tra.nsfer*d unon the underground .Tliat fact has been utilized very 
cleverly , pronouncing the " g.eneral amnesty -Tor the underground" 

IvTany underground workers truned hack to the "normal" civil li-fe. 

A:f'te.T the amnesty has been carried out the activity of the 
polsih, underground rose once again , as one could notice in the nei- 
ghboring areas of Pidlassia, but never again was it as strong as 
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during the German occupation. 

After agreement has been reached between UPA and WIP in the 
Southern part - area Hrubeshiw and lOiolm - a strong cooperation 
developed between the Ukrainian and the Polish undergrounds; common 
military operations have been carried out, In siggle discussions with 
the Polsih underground fighters one had the impression that the Poles 
did not consider this agreement sincerely and prepared :^or the fu- 
ture armed a.rgum.ent ^¥ith the Ukrainians .although only in politics a.ru 
propaganda ■<^or the time being. 

between the Ukroinans and Poles 
In Pidlsssio. cam.e into being a friendly cooperotion in 194^ 

in 1946 this cooperation cooled up, and in 1947 , after proclaiming 
of "Amnesty" the Polish a,ssaults on the pea,ceful fPcrainian population 
grew rapidly. The Ukraiinian underground administration protested 
frequently to the leadership of the Polish underground . these pro- 
tests remaned in most cases without any results. 

The Polish population , particularly the peasants , fire opposed 
to the present ’Varsow regime. This population _got to understand th. ■ 
all watchwards of the " Independence of the Polish state", all decla- 
rations of the Wo,rsow governmient a>re only to deceivethe Polish people, 
> There is nobody in Poland at the present time who is not aware 
th 0 .t Poland already at tPe present time is the 17th Boviet PepubTic. 

I 

In 1949 , in conneciion with the strengthened economic oppre- 
ssion .with arrests en mass and with the strengthened police terror, 
¥? 5 J 5 KX±iiKXKC tne Patrea to gh.e government rose considerably. 

Mikolaycbyk andhis Peasants party was just after the Polish 
underground . very po- 

pula,r with the Polish masses. The oppression of the Peasants party 
the forced "unity" of the s.ocialist party with the communist party 
in mne "United Polsih Workers Party" strengthened the hatred to tte 
regime. By the way the"unity" has been carried out only in the top 
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party poeitions' . The party nasses of the socialists , partioula.rly 
the ^’/orlcers , do not want to know emything of this "unity" and hate 
the party leaders in the provinces. 

The collectivization of agriculture which began strengthened 
only the hostile attitude of the Polish peasants .Since May 1949 
mass imprisonments among the opposition elements are being carried 
out in P01o.nd.Mow the Polish popula.tion is convinced entirely that in 
coramupist Poland can be no legal opposition. The small parties which 
are leading their starving life besids the communist "United Polsih 
'workers Party", are no parties , they are only labels whicb have to 
prove that there is no one party system in Poland. The officially 
existing Peasants party ( PSL) , which had to "unite" with the commu- 
nist Pesants Party(SX), has still some influence in the villages 
and the Polish Socialist Party (PPS) among the workers. The copu- 
lation, however, is convinced that the legal parties cannot achieve 
anything. They look with hope upon the underground and upon the 
deraoctatic abroad. 

7 ,/ Th e time from fall 1947 till arrival in Germany. 

The raid of UPA unit under first lieutenant Prirva to Eadt^Pru- 
ssia. began on December 10 , 1947. A detailed report abaut that raid 
has been published in the Ukrainian DP paper "Ukrainian Tribune" - 
lp.xnich, Do 18-25, Aprilfe 3,- May 29, 1949, therefore I shall report 
only about the time , when I operated in Fast-Prussia separatly from 
li eu tenant Prirva. 

-narted at the beginning of January 1948. With soldiers Skala, 
and Perkut we went to visit my family deported to East-Pruss ia. 

7/e agreed upon a plo.ee with a deported family with It. Prirva to ex- 
change informations about our march. This peasant family, however, 
wa.s arrested in the meantime by the- Polish - communist police, and 
we could not .ioin the Prirva’ s .unit ever since, 
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On March 21 , 1948 we began bkx for the third time our march benh to 

pidlasBia.Y^e ma.rched in no hurry. As soon as we reached the old Polish 

territory South of East - Prussia, we were informed by the peasants 

that our unit. marched already through. In that region operated at that 

time a s-'-rong Polish underground group, which sought contact with us, 

as one nea.sant informed us. As in that region strong Polish security 

police detaclimenfs operated, we evoided to seek that contact. Few days 

before our arrival the P lish underground shot the Polish villa-ge 

mayor of the village Kurpia Mala, region I'isz,bec£^use he denounced two 

polish underground soldiers to the poliee and the police caught one 

of them, who was ill. The second one killed the commander of the police 

detachment ,%''7hich ransacked the villa-ge , and fled to the woods. 

as we were to cross the river llarew 
In the vilinity of the town of Hovogrod, fell in our hands 

the lietenant of the Palish forrest gua,rds and we disarmed him . 

operates 

Fe told us that in that region a very strong P-lish underground 
group . 

The region near the toiTO Porohichyn was controlled by very 

strong Polish police patrolls (U3P), seeking the Polish underground 

unit under Jaskolka.The Peasants told us tha-^ ffaskol3eaRs unit jt:EiX3CK- 

xtb 4 offered the military and security police troops several battles. 

J 8 s::g 0 lka*s unit operated at that time in the Sieklce, Sokolow, Biels 

Podlasky area. All ferry -men on the Bug river have been arrested by 

supporting 

the security police and accused of KXBUSKing the partisan units in 
crossing the river. 

Mid iiay 1948 we came back to Pidlassia. In the "Planta" forest 

we found one UFA unit which operated here the whole winter 1947/48. 

There we received thp order from the IJPA -sector commaner to go in a 
the 

raid to ’VestjCTHxSLKTKiaaay. Thorough preparations have been made for 

that raidinasmach as ttrong Polish military and security poliee units 

have been thrown to Pidlassia to comb the terrain after Ukrainian in- 
surgents. 
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}i3nd of August 1948 we marched off .I^egroup under iry command had 8 
8S«HX3!i±±toc including myself. 

a. )_March_to Krakow_j_ Our rout went North of Lublin to the West 
North of the city of fulayy we crossed the Vistula in a raft. On the 
third day of our march we bad an incident with Polish Milizia sol- 
diers* one of then was woonded the rest fled. The woonded was a lieu- 
tenant, We disarmed him and agter a trial we let him go. 

We marched in the direction of Swiety Krzyz and in one village 

near t’^e to\w Ladow we were very welcomed hy the Polish peasants, 

hecausethey no+iced imridiately that we belong to the underground. 

The peasants collected -food am.ong themselved for us and one of them 

moposed us terrain mans. We took quarters in the reservation park of 

zeromsko and remained there for several days. With us were also two 

armed Poles who were sought by the security poliee.Both wanted to 

fight their way to a Polish resistance unit.The terrain maps could nol 

been bought for us, however, 

hy 

We nassed the towns GhmielnikjPierzchniea, Miechow, Ojcow^, un- 
til we rea.ched Yistula west of Erakow, Farther South-west in the 
vicinity of Piala -Eielsk, there were at that time - the first days of 
Sentemiber- maneuvers of the ^olish Army and it was very difficult to 
to pass thit terrain, For a march through Silesia it much to late 
a season, because winter might have surnrise us on the way.Y/est of 
Krakow operated a Polish resis+ance group under Msciciel (avenger), 
whttdh caused much trouble to the Polish security uolice.Many small 
scale fights took place there. 

The maneuvers gave the security police a good opportunity to 
comb up the woods in search for r)artlsane.We could not find out 
whether this maneuvers were rot only a camouflage for that action. 

We decided , therefore to turn back and to spend the winter in Midjssi: 
Midpolard in the mountains of Swiety Klrzyz . 
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We arrived in the region ofXEiapi3K Logow and told the neasants 

who we new already, that we found contact to our and we intend to 

spend the winter there. }?rom the peasants we learned that in that region 

there were no resistance groups in opera.tion.That area seernd to secure. 

All peasants sympathized with the Polish resista.nce y^njzxx v/hich had 

great authority among the population. The pea,sants assured us they 

will organize a whole company if it is needed and if we gave them such 

an order, The winter season is not fa^vorahle for such action. 

In woods protected by minefields we built a bunherand spend 

the winter there. Peasants supplied us with food , or we brought food 

from them ourselves. Three tiroes we were compelled to mahe requisitions 

in state owned cooneratives ( Spoldzielnia).. In snring two of our neasari 

friends har^e ’'een arrested >y the securi + y police, two others had to 

flee and joint the Polish underground. Therefore we changed our place 

not to let the security police to come on our tracks. In spring we 

made preparations for our march toward West. 

b./ yL^^derground, During our raid we 

learned about the following Polish resists,nce groups: 

As already mentioned in the region of Siedlce , Sokolow, Sielsk 

podlas''-i,Wegrovj' - on the border line of woyewodstwo Warsow, Biaiystok, 
operated 

and Tublin - the resistance group under Jaskolka (Swallow), in May 1948 
police action aga.inst this group was taking place. In the vicinity of 
the villages Pachyny and Lipiny in the north of the town Drohichyn, 
there was a great battle in the ■f'irst da.ys of May where the security 
police suffred feeavy losses. 

Southward of this partisan region - in the regions of Wlodava, 
Biala, Radzyn and Lukow - was a resistance group under Jastrzab(Hawk) , 
This group had a strength of a company, but at the time of the offensi"® 
many small groups joint Jastrzah end the group grev/ to the strength 
of a batall ion.A-f’ter complition of their tasks the batallion discharged 
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many of its members and remained in the stren/^th of a company. Tillr . 
sn r i ng 194 / th e Ja str^^iah unit was v e ry actives four t in es t ra ins were 
blown up -in the vicinity of Parczew , the tovm Wlodava was raided and 
occupied by the partisans and all nrisoners , among them many Ukrainian 
were released. On the road Lublin-7/iodava Jastrzab disarmed four trucks 
with Polish troops and captured 6 officers and 9 non commissioned offt 
cers , who were later left free. All of them were later courtrcarchall ed 
and executed for theyx went into captivity without fight. Further 
he attacked three trucks with troops hescx in Kolin.In a battle near 
Uhnyn *Parczew the security police lost 16 killed. Then he annihillated 
the Milizia Posts in Sohibor,Sosnowica,ITodenci,VifiBznice,and ¥ola Were- 
szczynska. After the nroclama* ion of ''Amnesty'' in 1947 xhZHHk he restri 
cted his activities hut remained active. 

In the remion of Gzestochova ^Padomsko where the woyevodstwo Po- 
znan, Lodz and Kielce kotsk meet are active the resistance groups under 
Zapora and Jiurat.lt is difficult for me to report details about the 
activity of these groupshecause I have not been active in that area. 
The population told us about numierous battles between those two groups 
and the security police and miilitary troops . In winter 1948/49 Ilurat 
was captured by UBP and in March 1949 he was shot publicly in Lodz. 
2!kEX Zapora’s group ±±gktatx continues to fight. 

Westward from Krakow onerates , as already mentioned, the partia 

group under Msciciel,who was reported shotby the Polish- communist na- 

false 

pers in winter 1948/49. In contrary to this report Msciciel madCKK 
continues to make trouble to the security police. 

The Polish communist press reports ■'^romi tim.e to t 'me about the 
underground a±s:±kHX though the reports a,re destorted. Often this press 
brings obituaries of officers and non-commissioned officers of the se- 
curity police (KBP) as "killed in a:K±±iiH struggle against the reactiorli 
"V'ery frequently the organ of the communist Polish United Workers •th.rty 
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( "brxngs slxor't s»nd. IciT^© 3rGpoi''fcs of* "tnO/lB of* islxo loXxsli uncid'i- 
ground Tvorkers. Often names of Polisli catholic priests are mentioned 
who are a,ccused to belong to the Polish underground. 

Arm stockpiles e,re being deeoovered and that caixses heaipr fights 
between the underground and the police. Also radioKx eouipnment 
descovered by the police causes arrests en mass. 

in winter 1948/49 a great part o^" police from all Poland were sk' 
gathered to the woyewodstwo "Warsow ,Pilystok and partially to woye- 
wodstwo Xublin and Lodz for mass razzias In search of Polish under- 
ground. In March 1949 a great battle between the Polish underground 
and the police took place maar Staszow mwoyewodstwo Kielce, after the 
underground annihillated many sh£: police posts. Till then nothing has 
been known about the Polish underground in tlmt area. 

Shortly before our march to the West -end of April and be- 
ginning of -i^y 1949 -m8.ss arrests hve been carried out in all. Poland. 
The Polish underground suf-fered only slight losses , because the 
police terror is poxnte exclusively ac:aisnt the civilian population 
and the underground workers who kinow how to maneuver, were a.ble 

to escape. 

c.) £econd_march_tp tie West_j_ On April 14 1949 the group under 

Zenko left the Swity Krzyz mountains on the xvay to the West. On May 
10 I followed him^ with three men. Till Gzestochova we had land maps 
and we had ho diff iculaties to continue our march. Purther we possessc' 
only simple orientfi.tion maps. 

The Polish population was no more as t-riendly and did not Avant to 
give or sell us food. We had to make requisitions. On one occasion 
the security police was called and it come to shootings. We reached 
t*h' woods a.nd. escamd the pers.uit.On the S8me do.y we h8d agt.).in shoo- 
ting with forrest guards ,who required passports. As they reached 
f*or Pistols we answered with fire. One gurd threiv a handgrande and 
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■™re could not pursue thero. 

Between the town of Brzeg (Brieg) and the city of Onneln (Onole) 
we crossed the Oder river in a boat and went in direction to Glatz 

O ^ 00 

(Kladno).The population -who were mostly the new settlers, from Galieif 
and Volynia was friendly and did not ask where from we are and where 
we go. The hatred of these new settlers is directed mainly against tte e 
Russian Bolsheviks and the Soviet Russian OTCVT), because any of the 
resettled Polish families lost some body frora their beloved in Siberia 
or eoncent®ation camns. 

Passing Glatz we reached the Adler mountains on the Silesian- 
Czech border, which is the t'rontier between 'Poland and Czechoslovakia. 

At night 13/14 of .June we crossed the border lire under heavy 
terrain conditions and a road sign in Czech language taught us tha t 
we are no more in Poland. 

The Czech population of tha.t region is very poor, and all food 
staffs are rationed .We evoided great ,rich villa.ges obeying strong 
security measures* Our way goes in South- Ws^t direction. The Elbe river 
we had on our left side. 

We pa ssed >y Sol rice and Tyni st ePastward of Pa-rdiibiee, fa,rther 
eastward Chrudim and crossed the river Chrud imka . Through the woods 
near Golcuv Jenkov, 'Idraslavice to the river Sazava -which we crossed 
near Kacov. Farther in South-West direction we pass ed by Domas in , Bys t ry- 
ce, Janovice to the vicinity of Sedlcany. There we intended to cross the 
I’loldau river. ( ■VXTAlPi) . 

In one village near Sedlcany we' axchanged fire with police and 
one of my commxles soldier Strila was killed. We escaped the nursuit 
going into the woods ,. Shortly after to that village errived three pole 
police cars and one ambulance which took the killed* The incident 
took place on .July 6,lr49. 

We went in Sou+hern d i red t ion. The whole night all roads were guar- 
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ded by police wi Mi cars. 

’Ve crosse Foldau ina boat after looking for it for severa.1 
days. We passed by J.firosice, Planice,Klato'vy and spenfi the night iH 
Southward -^roiri Janovice 6 kilometers from the Pavarian-Cisech bor- 
der line. The •f’rontier we crossed at night fee 18/19 of July. 

In Peugogen we deliwered our weapons voluntarily and theragter 
we were broght to the US -Milita,ry Govenament in CHAM. 


************* 



